
Labour councillors have reached an 
agreement with Lib Dem and 
Independent councillors to 
continue the Joint Administration 
to run Southend Council.

Ian Gilbert, Leader of the Council
says: "I'm proud of what we have 
achieved together during the 
previous year. We have increased 
investment in care for the elderly 
and vulnerable, improved the 
environment with a massive tree 

planting scheme, reduced parking 
charges, improved street lighting in 
parts of the borough, made 
improvements to the High Street, 
and invested in genuinely 
affordable housing. The pandemic 
is far from over, but we need to 
look to how we recover.

"Better Queensway is a flagship 
scheme that exemplifies the kind of 
Southend we want to create for the 
future. Better housing, more open 

spaces, and a layout that 
encourages walking and cycling 
through the town centre.

"Sadly there are people in the town 
who have lost their jobs, and many 
more face an uncertain future. As a 
council, we want to deliver 
investment in our local economy 
that will create new jobs and 
opportunities for residents, and 
show investors that Southend is a 
great place to live and work." 

Labour councillors thank our key 
workers who worked flat out during 
lockdown to keep the town running and 
support the most vulnerable.  Whether it 
were nurses working through holidays or 
council officers redeployed to deliver 
groceries, our key workers have gone 
above and beyond.

Ian Gilbert says: "I'm really proud of the 
way our community has come together 
to help each other out as we look to 
overcome this crisis. We've seen just how 
much we rely on our health and care 

workers in particular. They have quite 
literally put their lives at risk to help care 
for people suffering from this virus. Also 
many community volunteers have 
stepped forward to help those in need. 

"As a Labour Council Leader I will 
continue pushing for central government 
to reward our key workers properly.  We 
must also pay tribute to postal workers, 
food manufacturers, farmers, shop staff 
and delivery drivers who have kept us 
connected and supplied."

Our plans for the Queensway estate will transform the town centre, with new 
housing, shops and public open space

Councillor Ian Gilbert thanks key workers who have 
worked tirelessly during lockdown

Labour councillors have played a leading role in supporting people 
through the pandemic - and we're looking to the future of our town
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SOUTHEND



MILLIONS PAID TO LOCAL BUSINESSES
Southend council has processed millions of 
pounds in grants to local businesses affected 
by Covid-19 to help them manage through the 
crisis

HOMELESS OFF THE STREETS
We acted quickly in the early days of lockdown 
to get over 100 people off the streets and have 
successfully supported many into permanent 
accommodation

HELPLINE LAUNCHED
In partnership with the voluntary sector, we 
created a helpline and a volunteer service that 
checked on the welfare of thousands of people 
and gave support where needed

SUPPORT FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN
When the government closed schools to the 
majority of children we worked with local 
schools to ensure the most disadvantaged 
children didn't fall behind

HELPING SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS  
REOPEN SAFELY
We supported local businesses to reopen 
safely and be Covid secure, and added extra 
patrols of the High Street
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WE WILL LEAD 
THE RECOVERY IN 
SOUTHEND

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR KEY WORKERS
"As a Labour 
Council leader I 
will continue 
pushing for 
government to 
reward our key 
workers 
properly."

”Our 
investment 
will create 
new green 
jobs and 
opportunities 
for local 
people"
Cllr Gilbert

Supporting 
Southend 
through 
Covid-19

Southend Council helped many residents with 
deliveries and other tasks during lockdown
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If there was a General Election tomorrow, who would you vote for?

 Labour Conservative Lib Dem UKIP Green Other

What one thing could Southend Council do to improve life for your family?

SUPPORT FOR OUR SCHOOLS

CHEAPER PARKING TO 
AID POST-COVID 
RECOVERY FOR SHOPS

HELPING THE STREET 
HOMELESS INTO 
PERMANENT HOUSING

GIVING MORE RESOURCES TO THE 
COMMUNITY SAFETY TEAM

The administration has worked tirelessly to support local schools 
during lockdown, especially the most vulnerable children, to make 
sure no child gets left behind by school closures. Cllr Jones, cabinet 
member for Children and Learning, says "We held regular webinars 
with local schools, supported schools in e-learning technology, set 
up a multi-agency panel to look at reopening, replaced PPE when 
schools required it, and set up a mental wellbeing programme for 
schools and families. 

"We will carry on the support as schools move to reopen and shall 
be continuing to speak to schools regularly to check on how the 
progress of looked after children and those with Special Educational 
Needs was affected during lockdown"

Southend council has been able to house over 100 
people who were previously homeless, many of whom 
were sleeping rough, in temporary accommodation.

A combination of government funding and the 
availability of Bed & Breakfast accommodation made 
it possible to get people off the streets in a way that 
wasn't before.

Local charities have also played a huge role in helping 
to support people. Now that we have people in 
accomodation we're working extremely hard to settle 
people permanently, to give some of our most 
vulnerable people a fresh start in life.

This crisis has put an unprecedented 
strain on our Community Safety Team, 
which works alongside the Police to 
ensure safety in the town centre and 
along the seafront, and takes action 
against anti-social behaviour. They have 
also had a role in ensuring that local 
businesses are adhering to the 
government's rules.

Unfortunately, whilst the vast majority 
of local people have behaved very 
responsibly, a small minority have not.

In order to address this issue we are 
increasing our Community Safety 
resources. We believe a greater 
presence on our streets will help 
reassure local residents and improve 
safety around the town and wider 
borough.

Our local businesses 
need support right now. 
Despite the fact that the 
council's own finances are 
extremely stretched 
owing to the pandemic, 
it's right that we give a 
boost where we can.

Therefore parking in all 
off-street car parks will be 
FREE after 4pm every day, 
and everyone can get two 
hours for the price of one 
in all our car parks at any 
time. This temporary 
reduction is due to last 
until October when the 
council is looking to bring 
in a new parking strategy. 

Kevin Robinson, Labour 
cabinet member for 
Business, Culture and 
Tourism says: "This will 
encourage people to 
shop local and help 
traders who are suffering 
at the moment."

Given the massive cuts in 
government funding over 
the last few years, the 
Council relies on parking 
charges as well as council 
tax to fund our essential 
services. The fact that we 
can afford to give this 
discount when times are 
tough is down to good 
financial management.

Which of the following do you worry about the most?
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Cllr Anne Jones, Cabinet member for Children 
and Learning

The number of rough sleepers has been cut massively during 
lockdown

Cheaper parking will benefit residents and visitors to the town 
and support local businesses 

”We are putting in 
extra resources to 
keep Southend 
safe”

Expanding the Community Safety Team to 
promote safety in our borough

Southend Labour, 268 
Sutton  Road, Southend , 
SS2 5ET

Can you help me stay in 
touch by delivering 
leaflets down your street?

YES
NO
MAYBE

Litter Crime Parking Housing Jobs

MAJOR PROJECTS 
WILL BOOST OUR 
HIGH STREET
After years of neglect, the Council have big 
plans to transform the town centre. The 
Seaway development on the seafront will 
be transformational for the area, with 
more leisure, shopping and a wider choice 
of restaurants for Southend residents. 

The development will also feature a 20 
lane bowling alley and 11-screen IMAX 
cinema, increasing choice for Southend 
residents and visitors. Plans have also 
been agreed to rejuvenate the top of the 
high street, with a new restaurant quarter 
at the top end, along with new greenery 
and street furniture along the length of the 
high street. These new plans will make 
Southend the place to be for shopping and 
leisure in Essex. 

New Seaway development of leisure and resaurants will 
revitalise the seafront

”This will be a boost for 
Southend shoppers, 
businesses and jobs, 
when the economy 
needs it most.”

Labour Conservative Lib Dem Ind Green Other

Other (please state)  ___________________________


